












INTRODUCTION

This report documents the most recently completed shellfish fisheries in the Prince William

Sound Management Area (Area E) which is comprised of all waters of Prince William Sound

and the Gulf of Alaska from Cape Suckling to the east and Cape Fairfield to the west. The

fisheries are: 1993-94 sidestripe shrimp Pandalopsis dispar trawl fishery, 1993 weathervane

scallop Pannopecten caurinus dredge fishery, and the 1993 razor clam Siliqua patula fishery.

Octopus and squid harvested as bycatch in groundfish fisheries are also reported.

The following fisheries are also reviewed in this report although the 1993 - 1994 commercial

seasons were not opened. The 1994 Tanner crab Chionoecetes bairdi and the 1993-94 king crab

fisheries remained closed due to low stock abundance. The 1993 Dungeness crab Cancer

magister and spot shrimp Pandalus platyceros fisheries were also closed due to low stock

abundance and poor recruitment.

Shellfish landings from directed fisheries in Area E during the past year included 246,190

pounds of trawl shrimp and 63,068 pounds of weathervane scallops. Harvest data from the razor

clam fishery are confidential. A department policy on confidentiality states that any time a

fishery or statistical area has fewer than three participants, catch infonnation may not be made

public. Table 1 lists Emergency Orders affecting area fisheries during 1993.

The estimated ex-vessel value by fishery was $502,000 for trawl shrimp and $282,000 for

weathervane scallops.
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